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CARING FOR
MARYLAND

As COVID-19 cases and deaths climbed in
Maryland, Governor Larry Hogan issued an order
at the end of March 2020 asking all residents to
stay home unless they were engaged in essential
work. The next morning, thousands of doctors,
nurses, and other health care workers reported, as
always, to Maryland hospitals—placing their own
lives, and the lives of their families, at risk to care
for Marylanders. The fight continues to this day.
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The dedication of Maryland hospital caregivers has never abated,
even when COVID cases surged and
supply chains were strained past their
limits. And the pandemic continues.
The taller the challenge, the deeper the
commitment of our hospitals and health
systems to excel in caring for Maryland.
Healing happens every day, in every way,
in Maryland’s teaching, community, and
specialty hospitals. Children and parents
beating cancer. Grandparents surviving
strokes and restoring function. Babies
born healthy, with bright futures.

Accident victims helped to walk again.
Psychiatric and substance use disorder
patients gaining independence. And now,
thousands of COVID victims recovering
from a disease unimagined just months
ago.
Our health care heroes brighten the
lives of Maryland families every day.
Please honor their commitment and
contributions. Make sensible policy and
legislative choices to support Maryland
hospitals and health care heroes.

Maryland hospitals invite the General
Assembly and the Administration to be
our partners in achieving this goal.
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We Urge the General Assembly
and the Administration to:
Improve the Health of All Marylanders
Preserve broad-based access to affordable health
care if the Affordable Care Act is overturned or
hobbled.

Make permanent the telehealth enhancements
granted during the pandemic and establish payment
parity to sustain access to care.

Empower consumers and limit consumer cost
exposure by reforming payer practices and
improving transparency.

Promote health equity by targeting state resources to
address social determinants of health.

Grow access to behavioral health care by ensuring
adequate supply of behavioral care specialists and a
consistent array of crisis services in every jurisdiction.
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We Urge the General Assembly
and the Administration to:
Protect the Vitality of Maryland’s
Health Care System
Enhance liability protections for caregivers working
under extreme conditions during catastrophic health
emergencies.

Promote durable emergency preparedness by
investing in supplies, equipment and health care
workforce capacity.

Ensure a predictable, sustainable payment system
through appropriate funding updates and policies
that foster innovation, flexibility, and partnership.

Support hospitals’ charitable missions by rejecting
challenges to their not-for-profit, tax-exempt status
that undermine community benefit investments.
Strengthen workplace violence protections by
allowing hospitals to obtain a legal remedy on behalf
of employees to protect the safety of staff, patients,
and visitors.
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We Urge the General Assembly
and the Administration to:
Ensure the Success of Maryland’s
Unique Health Model
Support progression and permanence of the
Total Cost of Care Model by setting fair targets for
spending, quality, and population health and making
synergistic investments.

Reject any increase to Medicaid hospital assessment
and block new assessments that raise patients’ costs.

Oppose private insurer policy changes that
destabilize coverage by unduly shifting burdens to
caregivers and consumers.

Empower health care providers to share
accountability for achieving the model’s goals.

Facilitate state and local partnerships to mitigate risk
factors for asthma, diabetes, substance use disorders,
and other chronic health problems.

Our Government Affairs Team
Nicole Stallings
Senior Vice President
nstallings@mhaonline.org
443-285-9530

Erin Dorrien
Director
edorrien@mhaonline.org
914-329-9407

Brian Frazee
Vice President
bfrazee@mhaonline.org
443-867-2001

Jane Krienke
Legislative Analyst
jkrienke@mhaonline.org
636-443-5177

Jennifer Witten
Vice President
jwitten@mhaonline.org
505-688-3495

6820 Deerpath Road
Elkridge, MD 21075

mhaonline.org

mha@mhaonline.org
410-379-6200

